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Panjkora. Swat formed at one time a powerful state
under a venerable chief of great repute for sanctity,
called the Akhund, who exercised considerable influence
over the unruly tribes of the district.

Little was known of the highland state of Chitral
before the year 1893, when the political confusion and
disorders following on the death of Aman-ul-Mulk, its
former Jfehtar, or ruler, led to the intervention of the
Indian authorities, and eventually to a more direct
British control over the administration of the country.
Chitral lies on the southern slopes of the Hindu-Kush,
about 200 miles by the nearest route from Peshawar,
and at a mean elevation of 5200 feet above sea-level.
Northwards it reaches the crest of the Hindu-Kush
range, and is conterminous southwards with the petty
states of Dir and Asmar. The bulk of the inhabitants,
estimated at from 150,000 to 200,000, are concentrated
in six large villages extending 3 or 4 miles along both
banks of the fertile Kunar (Kashkar) Eiver, the fortified
residence of the Mehtar lying on the right bank. This
potentate has at different times been tributary to Bada-
khshan, Afghanistan, and Kashmir, but since December
1 893, his territory forms an integral part of British India.

Fresh troubles arose in January 1895, when the
Mehtar, Mzam-ul-Mulk, was murdered by his younger
brother, Amir-ul-Mulk, who usurped the throne, bid
defiance to the British authorities, and besieged the
Agent in the capital. During the ensuing campaign,
which was distinguished even in the annals of Indian
border warfare for brilliant execution and many acts of
great daring and endurance on the part both of the
English and native forces, the country was rapidly
reduced, the usurper put to flight, and order secured? by
the permanent military occupation of various strategical
points along the main routes leading through Swat